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Blood bags that are 30–40 per-
cent DEHP are used in healthcare 
throughout the world. DEHP is clas-
sified as a reproductive toxin and is 
forbidden in toys. The latest directive 
regarding medical devices emphasiz-
es the importance of labeling devices 

containing DEHP and evaluating the 
risks of using DEHP in devices for 
sensitive groups. Demanding a PVC-
free bag means avoiding risks with 
other plasticizers as well as global 
environmental problems with PVC.

WHY NEW BAGS? 
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Final Seminars! 
Östersund, Copenhagen, Orlando and Düsseldorf

Jesper Laursen, Melitek and Petter Höglund, Karolinska University Hospital in a joint lecture at Plenum CleanMed Europe 2016. Photo: CleanMed Europe

The project have disseminated informa-
tion regarding results at four different 
places around the world. They all went 
very well with fruitful discussions and 
ideas that paves the way for promising 
future research and development of saf-
er blood bags.

In Östersund 27-28 of September the 
main focus was on the user test performed 
at Östersund Hospital. Åke Åkerblom pre-
sented the result and a instruction movie 
that will be of help for the other hospitals 
conducting user tests.

In Orlando, 18-25 October adjacent to 

BEST Biomedical Excellence for Safer 
Transfusions/ISBT International Society 
of Blood Transfusions annual meeting-
Hans Gulliksson presented the result from 
the in vitro tests performed at Karolinska 
University Hospital.

At the UN building and CleanMed Europe 
in Copenhagen 19-21 of October the pro-
ject hosted a well visited paralell session 
and also had two speakers in Plenum.

The project was also respresented via  
the beneficiary companies at Compamed/
Medica in Düsseldorf 14-17 November 
with over 5,000 exhibitors.

Read more

Projects that push 
the envelope - Pro-
ject manager Lena 
Stigh is invited to 
speak at the Nordic 
Conference on Sus-
tainable Healthcare 
in Stockholm 15th of 
February 2017. 

Listen to Jesper Laursen, Melitek – 
Substitution of hazardous  
chemicals in medical devices
The 9th of November HCWH Europe hosted 
a webinar about The new Medical Devices 
Regulation – An engine 
for EDC substitution?  
It is available on their 
website.

Listen

The Nordic Conference on  
Sustainable Healthcare

Read more

Swedish Minister impressed by the 
PVC free blood bag project

The Swedish Minister for the 
Environment, Karolina Skog came 

on a unofficial visit to Region Jämtland 
Härjedalen Tuesday 25th of October.

She had one request - to get information 
regarding the new safer PVC free blood 
bag and the projects process behind the 
successful results. 
  
Read more on page 2 in this Newsletter. 
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Cooperation with United Nations 
Development Programme
The UNDP has initiated a new 
platform for sharing knowl-
edge and practice to advance 
sustainability in the procure-
ment of health commodities 
within nine categories.

PVCfreebloodbag are very 
pleased and honored that the 
UNDP contacted us and that 
we now started a collaboration.

The project at the platform
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One of the final seminars were 
held in Östersund with a lot of 

interesting presentations, good dis-
cussions and promising results.
Among other guest speakers were Ste-
fano Lorenzetti, the project manager 
of Life+ EDESIA and Chantal van den 
Bossche who was the project manager 
of Life+ ChildProtect and is the commu-
nications manager at WECF–Women in 
Europe for a Common Future.

The results from the user tests of the 
bag was presented by Åke Åkerblom,  
chemist at the Hospital of  
Östersund, 
Region Jämtland 
Härjedalen.

Östersund 27-28 September

Copenhagen-CleanMed  
Europe 2016

In October at CleanMed Europe 
the project hosted one of the para-

rell seminars and had speakers on the 
stage in Plenum. 

The paralell seminar were well visited and 
extra chairs were needed. Katarina Ryck-
enberg, Lena Stigh, Stephan Meinke, Alice 
Ravizza and Marcus Wedin all represented 
and presented the project and its reults 
so far. There were engaged discussions 
among the paticipants regarding how to in-
troduce the new bags on the market. 

In Plenum Petter Höglund and Jesper 
Laursen together made very interesting and 
riveting lecture. 

PVCfreeBloodbag.eu - Jegrelius Institute for Applied Green Chemistry, Östersund, Sweden. +46 (0)70 699 27 30. 

Publication in Vox Sanguinis  
Storage of red blood cells in a novel poly-
olefin blood container: a pilot in vitro study
The project has, through Hans Gulliksson, 
got an article regarding the results of the in 
vitro studies accepted in Vox Sanguinis.

May 2017
Final Webinar
The project will have a final webinar in 
May 2017. This is to include the results 
from the ongoing tests and CE labeling 
and also to launch the Layman report.

Are you interested

There has been an approval of a three month 
prolongation from the European Commission. 
The project will end the 30th of June 2017.

The project prolonged 

The Swedish Minister  
for the Environment

The Swedish Minister for the  
Environment, Karolina Skog came 

on a unofficial flying visit to Region 
Jämtland Härjedalen Tuesday 25th of 
October.

She had one request - to get  
information regarding the new safer 
PVC free blood bag and the projects  
process behind the successful results.

The Minister is very interested in work 
regarding substitution and in fruitful ways 
to achieve safer products and she had 
heard about the blood bags in connection 
with information about the projects final 
seminars, among one was at CleanMed 
in Copenhagen. 
“This is a really exciting project, the 
members are to be congratulated,” was 
the Ministers spontaneous comment af-
ter the briefing held by project manager 
Lena Stigh. 
During the visit the Minister also received 
information about other effective substitu-
tion work carried out by former Jegrelius- 
Institute for Applied Green Chemistry.

“This is the fun part of my work as a min-
ister, to be able to meet competent peo-
ple that I can listen to and learn from.”

Demand a pvc free blood bag -  
Sign the petition!

More knowledge and awareness -  
Project website 
Sign up for the newsletter

The project on Swedish Radio
On 27th September 2016, in connection 
with the final seminar held i Östersund, 
the Swedish National Broadcast made an 
interview with Project Manager Lena Stigh.

Swedish Minister for the Environment and Lena Stigh, Projectmanger PVCfree-
Bloodbag.eu talking about the new PVC free blood bag. Photo: Katarina Ryckenberg Read more

Alice Ravizza, Haemotronic, presenting the CE labling pålans within the project 
at ther paralell seminar Photo: CleanMed Europe 2016

Read more

The first user test was carried out at Öster-
sunds Hospital during the autumn. Now three 
more hospitals perfom the tests. 
You will find a two minute clip describing the 
main steps of the test at the website.

Read more

User tests
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